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fedenen The purpose of this letter is to inform the members of
] the Conpgress of lMicronesia regarding recent developnents
Pt on the work of the Special Joint Committee. Concerning
o Ronpelap and Utirik Atolls.
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o The attached docurent swmmarizes the background and
current status of lesislation drafted to provide additicnal
e compensation for the affccted Marshallese. What is )
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renarks addressed to the L3rd Session of the Unitied

Nationa Trusteeship Council.

While we are

anmowhat concerned that it has taken
over one year for the legislaticn to be drawn up,
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approved, gnd transmitted to Ccib, we have cvery
confilence that time will permit authorization hearinrs
to be reld pricr to the end of the 94th U.S. Congress.
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(Mr. Sherer, United States)

In August 1964 the United States Congress appropriated the sum of
$950,0C0 which, after legal expenses, wed peid to the affected inhabitents
of Rengelap Atoll. Zach of the B2 expnsed individuals or his heirs received
erproximately $10,0C) es e lurp sum. The 157 people of Utiril, who had
vreceived a lesser darres of cxpcsure, were not compensated.

Gince the 1964 payment, thyroid conormelities hnve bteen aprearing ip the
ex;esed Rengelapese «nd 25 operationa for thyroid removal have taken place.
leukemia also appeered in a 19-year-old boy who had been expcsed a3 a one~year-old
infzat. This young men died in 1974 in the dational Cancer Institute,

Clinicel Center, Bethesda, Marylend, while being treated for acute ryeleongenous
leikeaia.  Twenty-nine of the ~riginal exposed Rongelap population of 84 have
Ceveloped thyroid abrnormalities.

Additionally, in the past two years six cases of thyroid abnormalities
hnve appearsd in the Utirik exposed group.

Tn 1672 the Cenzress of licrenesin ereated a Special Joint Committee Concerning
wonpelon end Ubirik Atoll, In loy 1975 the Chairman of the Speciel Joint Comnittee
end rne of tiie Corcittee merbers rmet in Wash;ngton, D,C., with United States
Conaters enid Congrezszmen about a request for edditicnal compensetion to the
ov=nced wopsons or taeir survivors. Tiais included an "inccnvenience payrent”
of $1,000 cach to 157 people of Utirik or their survivors, payrents to
the zother and fetlier of the Marchallicse boy who died of scute leusermia in 197h
rmon® of $05,7°0 cach ror persen per thyroid eperation, past end future.

A propesed Bill for edditional compensation was prepared by the :

Py trant of the Interior and hes vcen subtted to the Office of Managezent
crd Budpst for clecronce ond transmittal to the United States Congres .

Preliminery ercaforcaces with Congressional mermbers en the port of
Titerior officinls .ud Congress of Micronesia wembers have indicated that
the gppropriate United States Congress Committees will give a sympathetic

.

hooring to this progesel. _ ‘ y




